Struggling to bring clinical prediction rules to the point of care: missed opportunities to impact patient care.
Clinical prediction rules can help clinicians make personalized and complex decisions at the point of care. They have the potential to improve patient care outcomes and reduce healthcare costs, but remain underutilized. There are a number of well-derived and validated clinical prediction rules. Few, however, have been studied by means of an impact analysis or successfully integrated into provider workflow. A heavily identified area of opportunity for integration is the electronic health record. There are, however, a number of barriers to adoption at both the infrastructure and organizational levels. Research efforts should focus on impact analysis and how to successfully implement existing, well-validated clinical prediction rules into daily practice. Recommendations include emphasis on a collaborative framework, using existing technologies, and utilization of usability and workflow integration methodology.